The development and evaluation of a method of teaching liaison psychiatry to medical students.
A method is described of teaching medical students aspects of psychiatry related to their work with physically ill patients. The teaching requires few resources and focuses on a limited number of educational objectives centred on the acquisition of knowledge of psychiatry relevant to medical practice. The course comprised eight weekly one-hour seminars held during the first clinical year attachment to medical firms, prior to the students' psychiatry attachments. Clinically based, traditional 'bedside' teaching was used, involving patients known to the students. In a preliminary analysis of the effects of the teaching, students who had participated in the seminars scored significantly better on a test of liaison psychiatry knowledge than a matched group who had not experienced the course.